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“Blessed are the Persecuted” Matthew 5:10 
 
Here are last week's Sermon notes on the eighth element of Christian living. Matthew 
chapter 5:1-11. Jesus, teaching, "Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 
 
 Remember that these Beatitudes are the ideal character for Christian living. If I am 
going to follow Jesus, then I have to change. My heart has to change. 
Jesus gives us two divine things when it comes to the Beatitudes. 1. A blessing 2. A 
promise. Living this kind of life produces tremendous fruit in your life. The first seven are 
all very positive qualities of Christian living, but Jesus includes the possibilities of 
persecution for living a righteous life.  
 
The world we live in is completely opposite of what God calls living. So, we are looking 
at the word PERSECUTION today. 
 
Here is a Question: What will happen to me if I live this kind of life?  
Answer: Two things...1. you will be blessed! 2. persecuted for righteousness. In other 
words, choosing to live a life that pleases God. It's a path that Jesus has called us on as 
followers of Christ. The path of sanctification. The path to glory...heaven. 
 
Living this life of righteousness is an action based on love for God and a relationship 
with God. The world showed its love towards God by persecuting His prophets.  
 
Prophets were ordinary people called by God to for extraordinary purposes. 1. To bring 
a message of repentance to His people.  2. To bring Judgment from God to His people. 
 
Jeremiah was a young prophet who was called by God to communicate God's message 
to His disobedient people. Jeremiah was called the weeping prophet because he 
suffered deep anguish in his troubled spirit. Depression and anxiety. But God made him 
fearless in His service to bring forth His message of repentance to the people of Israel. 
The people mistreated Jeremiah, but God said in the book of Jeremiah 15:20 " I will 
make you a wall to this people, a fortified wall of bronze. They will fight against you but 
will not overcome you, for I am with you to rescue and save you, declares the LORD. 
 
Point #1 When I am facing persecution, God is with me! 
 
Application: We need to expect persecution.  
 
It is normal for Christians to be persecuted for righteousness and so we should expect 
it.  
 
Read Genesis chapter 4 how Abel became the first persecuted man for living a life of 
righteousness.  
 
Read about how other men of God were persecuted for righteousness. 
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Jeremiah 11:19 
Elijah-1 Kings 19:1-4 
Amos-Amos 7:10-15 
Zechariah-2 Chronicles 24:16-22 
 
Two main ways of persecutions: 
1. The rejection of God's message to them 
2. Through physical violence. 
 
Read: Acts chapter 5 how the Apostles healed many and in verse 17 how they were 
persecuted for righteousness. But then we will see the promise of Jeremiah 15:20 
comes in Acts 5:19.  
 
Read Acts chapter 6 and chapter 7 about the calling of Stephen and how he was 
persecuted for righteousness. See again where God's promise of "for theirs is the 
kingdom of God comes to Steven! Read again Jeremiah 15:20.  
 
Point #2 When being persecuted stay focused on God and Jesus. Keep your eyes on 
them, no matter what! 
 
Application: We need to forgive our enemies and pray for them!  
 
Read V.60 how Stephen was focused on God and Jesus. Read how Stephen looked up 
and saw heaven was open and he saw the glory of God and Jesus standing, waiting to 
receive him.  
 
"Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven."  
 
Peter said it best. Read 1 Peter 2:20  
 
Point #3 Heaven is for the righteous! 
 
Application: We need to hold out against persecution...Endure it! 
 
Note from the Pastor: " I hope you have enjoyed the teachings of the Beatitudes as 
much as I have for my own self. I had to really think about my Christian character 
through these sermons. God really wants us to live out these wonderful attributes of 
living a life for Christ. Persecution is a part of living for God. Persecution is on the road 
to glory; we just have to remain faithful and endure it. We cannot not find a different 
route to take on the road to glory...to heaven but I do know one thing is for sure. You will 
be blessed, and you will receive God's promises. Let's be a people of the Beatitudes. 
Let's be a church of the Beatitudes. The world will know us by our love, by our love...yes 
they'll know that we are Christians by our love!. 
 



May 29, 2022 

Next week we will be heading into the book of Acts chapter 1. "The beginning of the 
Church." Have a great week and see you next Sunday!   
 


