
"Have Mercy on Me!" Matthew 5:7 
 

We are continuing through the book of Matthew chapter 5, The Beatitudes. This last Sunday was the 

5th element of the ideal character of Christian living. How Jesus is teaching us how to love God by 

loving others. The word for mercy in Hebrew is racham. In Greek, the word is eleao (have mercy 

on). 

 

Mercy means: To have compassion, love, sympathy, deep caring, forgiveness. Psalm 145:8-9 says in 

v.8:  The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. v.9 The LORD is good 

to all; he has compassion on all he has made. Ephesians 2:4-5 v.4 But because of His great love for 

us, God, who is rich in mercy, v.5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions-it is by grace you have been saved. 

 

We will be looking at two characteristics of mercy. 1. What does mercy look like? 2.What does 

mercy feel like? 

 

1. What does mercy look like? Point #1 We are commanded by God to be merciful to others. Why? 

Because God has shown mercy to you! Proverbs 14:21 v.21 It is a sin to despise one's neighbor, but 

blessed is the one who is kind to the needy.  

 

Question: Are there a lot of needy people in the world?  

 

Peter asked Jesus, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?" Up 

to seven times?" v.. 22 Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times."  

 

In v.35 Jesus, went on to say to Peter. "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each one of you 

unless you forgive your brother from your heart." Note: please read Matthew 18:21 - The Parable of 

the Unmerciful Servant to understand the full explanation of v. 35. 

 

We need to show mercy and forgiveness to our brothers and sisters! Forgiveness is the main teaching 

from the parable. 

 

We need to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with God. Micah 6:8 says: v.8 He has showed 

you, o man, what is good. And what does the LORD requires of you? To act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God. 

 

God says your mercy towards others is more important than your worship. Hosea 6:6 says: v.6 For I 

desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. 

 

Hebrews 4:16 says: v.16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

 



2. What does mercy feel like? Point #2 When mercy is given, we need to feel good!" Read 1 Kings 

3:16-28 and see how through king Solomon's wisdom, given by God, he ruled with compassion and 

mercy over a dispute. Question: who showed mercy first? King Solomon or the living child's mother? 

 

What mercy feels like is when you receive compassion and kindness. It should make you feel really 

good. Like a weight has been lifted off from you! 

 

When you show mercy, one way or another, God is going to bless you. You will receive His divine 

favor. 

 

In church ministry, we can become unmerciful. Where minister's claim the ministry as their own 

when actually the ministry belongs to God. He invites us to join him where He is already at work. 

We are ambassadors for Christ to the whole world. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 

mercy."  

 

As your Pastor, I want RCF to be known as the merciful church. Here are the remaining scripture 

verses, I ended the message on mercy. We, need to be merciful, because God showed mercy to us! 

Ephesians 2:4-5 

• God commands me to me merciful Micah 6:8 
• Being merciful is more important than worship. Hosea 6:6 
• Showing mercy will not bring judgment on you. James 2:13 
• Being merciful is being patient with people. Ephesians 4:2 
• Be merciful to your neighbor. Luke 10:25-37 Proverbs 3:27 
• Give people a second chance. Ephesians 4:31-32 

Lastly, the greatest act of mercy came from the cross. Luke 23:34 V.34 Jesus said, "Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they are doing." And the divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy."  

 

Let's be a merciful church. To be merciful church starts with me!  

 

Pastor Jody 
 


