
In the yesteryears of America’s frontier, cowboys would 
train young horses to keep their rope taut by roping a 
rank bull, tying off to the horse, and leaving them alone 
overnight on the prairie.  Horses learned real fast that life 
is about tension, not balance – a lesson we would do well 
to learn today, especially concerning grace and truth. 
 

John said, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth… For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” 
(John 1:14-17). 
 
The Christian must keep the rope taught between these two revelations.  
Grace and truth. How many have strayed by letting go of one for an imagined 
two-handed grasp at the other. There always seems to be a battle – 
internally, institutionally, even categorically – over whether to sacrifice truth 
for the liberal ministry of grace or to abandon grace for the fundamental 
defense of truth. But, what if (in some other-dimensional reality) grace and 
truth are the opposite ends of the same rope? 
 
God is outside the confines of His three-dimensional creation, yet we receive 
His self-revelation within these confines.  Imagine our world as two-
dimensional and God as three-dimensional. As we travel along our stick-
figure walk on the flat page of life, each divine, three-dimensional encounter 
would leave only a two-dimensional imprint for us to study. If we were to add 
all of these revelations together they would never fit into our two-
dimensional models of comprehension.  Now, we are forced to accept (and 
trust) beyond our capacities looking for an eventual cohesive understanding. 
“…when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”   
(1John 3).  As an example, Scripture is replete with revelations of God’s 
sovereignty.  It is equally inundated with instructions about our volitional 
will.  It is our “two-dimensional” tendency to embrace just one side of this 
contention.  But the horse would know to keep the rope taught. 
 

Christ came to reveal life in the tension of grace and truth. 
Christians too will know success as life is lived within this 
tension. Grace and truth! 
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