
“Christ in you, the hope of glory… Proclaim him, 
admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so 
that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. To this 
end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so 
powerfully works in me.”                                    Colossians 1 
 

“Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me 
will save it.”                                                                                                        Luke 9 
 
Christians must be defined by growth. But we err grievously when personal 
growth and church growth become our quest. For in such pursuits we work 
directly against the revealed Kingdom formula for growth. Individual 
Christians, as well as their corporate expression through the church, must 
grow according to God’s economy. It is good that we explore and apply an 
assortment of resources and programs for growth. But, we must implement 
these tools according to the pattern that represents God’s way of conducting 
business. 
 
Christians multiply by dividing. Churches multiply by dividing. There is no 
other way; there are no shortcuts. If our focus is to build ourselves into 
stronger Christians or our churches into larger churches, we will fail – not for 
lack of resources and not for a deficiency in intentions – we will fail because 
we choose to work outside of God’s mathematical equation for growth.  
“Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her…”                   Ephesians 5 
 
If we desire growth – true growth – we must give ourselves away. Individually 
we accomplish this through discipleship as we commit to walk beside another 
through thick and thin striving “to present everyone perfect in Christ.” As 
churches, we must find creative ways to give ourselves away by serving our 
neighbors, our communities, other churches, and cooperative ministries. 
 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit."                                  John 12 
 
Find a way to give yourself away…find a way to grow. 
 

Divide 

 

tsw@reconciledcf.org 

 

tsw@reconciledcf.org 

 

Expectation 

 

  

 

  

 


