
“And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and 
more in knowledge and all discernment, that you may 
approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere 
and without offense till the day of Christ.”              Philippians 1 
 
“Though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles 
of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 

For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for 
he is a babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who 
by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern.”                                 Hebrews 5 
 
dis•cern \di-ˈsərn, -ˈzərn\ verb 
[Middle English, from Middle French discerner, from Latin discernere to separate, 
distinguish between, from dis- apart + cernere to sift—more at dis-, certain] verb transitive 
14th century 
1 a: to detect with the eyes 〈discerned a figure approaching through the fog〉 
 b: to detect with senses other than vision 〈discerned a strange odor〉 
2: to recognize or identify as separate and distinct: discriminate 〈discern right from  
 wrong〉 
3: to come to know or recognize mentally 〈unable to discern his motives〉 verb 
 intransitive: to see or understand the difference 

       Merriam-Webster, I. (2003). Merriam-Webster’s collegiate dictionary. 
(Eleventh ed.). Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster, Inc. 

 
Discernment can only grow by “reason of use,” and this use takes place in the 
relationship of teaching. Too many Christians today have settled for an 
incessant role as learner. It is not humility to assume the learner’s position – 
it is rebellion against God’s call on all his children.  
 
Yes, not all should presume to take on the corporate position and 
responsibility of Teacher, but all Christians are called to enter into the 
relationship of teaching through the covenant of discipleship.  
 
We occupy this planet during an unprecedented time of accessible religious 
and spiritual information, yet we are plagued with immaturity within 
Christianity. This enigma is due not to a lack of learning, but rather to the 
abandonment of teaching.  
 
It has been said that the teacher has not taught until the student has learned. 
It would seem that Scripture adds to this that the student has not learned 
until he or she begins to teach. We cannot sit in the pew listening to sermons 
or in the office reading commentaries and expect to experience maturity – 
the kind of true maturity that is evidenced by discernment.  
 
We must commit to the sacrificial and humble discipline of teaching. 
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